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The visualization presents the obesity information in the United States. Built on an 
obese person, it encodes every category (i.e., Overweight, Obese, Super Obese, and 
Health) with a color on the man’s clothing. The rate is further represented by the 
proportion of the color on the cloth. It vividly shows that more than one third of the 
American is either overweight or obese. 
 
I like this visualization because of its seamless combination of statistical chart and 
real world figure. We have seen hundreds of pie charts trying to convey similar 
messages that we hardly pay attention to: a mere flat circle is not catchy. However, 
putting the information on a man’s big belly could immediately recall the word 
‘obesity’. Just this one metaphor, the same information suddenly becomes interesting 
and informative. Besides being fancy, this seemingly simple chart is still very well 
designed. We could see a rough circle on the belly, such that it does not deviate too 
far away from our commonly used pie chart, and embedding such a popular graphic 
form inside ensures its intuitiveness for general viewers. 



 
 
I take the obesity pie chart as an example to express my interest in a set of 
visualization showed in ‘MemViz’ (VIS’14). Other examples include line graphs for 
fatal rates with the broken car and the fire, lipstick brands’ popularities on a colorful 
lip, etc. (the image above), and the real-world-combination and intuitiveness are 
features shared by all. As introduced by the author, the pictures in the background 
(e.g., the obese man) are in fact so-called chart junk, which are visual elements that 
are not necessary for us to comprehend real data. However, since they are 
meaningfully linked with the message behind the message, it helps to impress us, 
resulting in us memorizing it.  
 
Obviously MemViz does not extend the possibilities of how we could interact with 
the data, and therefore it may not seem appealing technically. However, the primary 
tasks of visualization is almost always about conveying memorable information 
effectively, and its smart use of images that contain human recognizable objects 
definitely enhance the impact of visualization. The poster paper introduced their 
‘web-scale text-based image search engines’ for creating MemViz, and I believe these 
figures’ beautifulness, vividness, and simplicity proves it to be an interesting direction 
to work toward. 


